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Editorial 


ONE STRUGGLE 


| spent some of last month in the United 
States in the run-up to their mid-term 
elections. | went over hoping to pick up a 
few tips about community organising, 
turning out the vote and engaging with 
hard-to-contact voters. | took in seven 
states in a frantic whirlwind tour and as 
usual it was both fascinating and 
educational. | was lucky enough to be in 
Washington DC for the launch of the Tea 
Party Nationalism report, written by our 
close friends at the Institute for Research 
and Education on Human Rights and 
released in conjunction with the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. | even attended a couple of Tea 
Party events in the run-up to polling day. 

What particularly struck me was how 
similar the issues we are facing over here 
are to the issues | found in the US. 
Of course they play out in different 
ways because of historical, political and 
cultural factors, but the underlying anger, 
disillusionment, chronic insecurity, . 
deindustrialisation and issues of identity are 
similar in both countries. 

| came away thinking that we need to 
work more internationally to deal with the 
threats we face. This is especially the case 
when confronting Islamophobia, which is 
increasingly the main focus of far-right parties 
across Western Europe. | was shocked to see 
how mainstream and widespread 
Islamophobia had become in the US, from 
the seemingly vitriolic attacks on Muslims by 
Fox News commentators to rising anti- 
Muslim violence, to the 18% of Americans 
who believe President Obama is a Muslim. 

In fact, our opponents are already 
organising internationally. Videos of 
anti-Muslim actions in Western Europe, 
including the English Defence League, are 
in circulation among right-wing Christian 
evangelical groups in the US. American 
right-wing politicians, such as Newt 
Gingrich, are talking about the clash of 
civilisations and see the front line in the 
battle as Western Europe. And the 
anti-Islamic movement in Europe is 
receiving funding from the US. Just as they 
are organising internationally so must we. 
We need to work together to understand 
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what is happening, to explore and expose 
their international links and find solutions 
that resonate with ordinary people. 


The centre of the web 

This issue carries a disturbing investigation 
into how Britain is increasingly at the 
centre of the Holocaust denial world. 

A combination of fewer legal constraints 
and some dedicated individuals has 
resulted in very little happening in the 
Holocaust revisionist world without some 
British involvement. While Holocaust denial 
plays a much reduced role in overt far-right 
propaganda these days, its growth in the 
Arab world should be cause for concern. 
Whatever one's views on the Israel/ 
Palestine question there must be no place 
for Holocaust denial and deniers. 


Uniting communities 

Within minutes of arriving in Leicester the 
followers of the English Defence League 
revealed their true colours by fighting with 
police and, when the opportunity presented 
itself, attacking local black and Asian 

people. Chants of “Let him die”, which rang 
out as EDL thugs repeatedly kicked a police 
officer on the ground, spoke volumes about 
the organisation and those who follow it. 

By contrast the threat of the EDL once 
again brought a city together. Like Bradford 
before, the people of Leicester came 
together in an amazing act of solidarity to 
show the EDL that its politics of hatred and 
division were not welcome. 

With the public sector cuts set to increase 
unemployment and reduce local services 
there is a real fear that divisions, 
insecurities, competition and tensions 
between communities will rise. Campaigns 
such as those in Bradford and Leicester that 
mobilise communities around what unites 
them will become even more important. 


Nek Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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Last month over 100,000 people 
marched in Washington DC calling for 
jobs not racism. Organised under the 
banner of One Nation Working 
Together, the demonstration brought 
together anti-racist activists, trade 
unionists and local community groups. 

Led by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, the 
initiative was seen as an antidote to the 
Tea Party's message of hate, which is 
being fuelled by a worsening economy 
and chronic cultural and economic 
insecurity. 

One Nation Working Together is a 
social movement of individuals and 
organisations committed to putting 


America back to work and pulling 
Americans back together. Coming from a 
diverse set of backgrounds, experiences, 
beliefs and orientations, they are 
determined to build a more united 
country with good jobs, equal justice, 
and quality public education for all. 

Its founding statement says: “We all 
deserve a just and fair chance to achieve 
the American Dream. Our national 
identity is rooted in the ideal that all 
people — regardless of race, class, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, 
heritage or ability - should have the 
opportunity to fulfill their potential. 

“One Nation Working Together will 
chart a bold, pragmatic path toward a 


more unified, sustainable, prosperous 
future by building support for these core 
principles and policy ideals." 

In addition to the NAACP, the One 
Nation campaign is backed by the AFL- 
CIO, the US equivalent to the TUC, the 
Center for Community Change, Jessie 
Jackson's Rainbow Push Coalition and 
the National Council of La Raza, the 
country's largest Latino civil rights 
organisation. 

One of the regular chants and signs on 
the demonstration was “HOPE not hate”. 
“We learnt a lot from the HOPE not 
hate campaign in the UK,” Ben Jealous, 
NAACP's President and Chief Executive 

Officer told Searchlight. 
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Investigation 


At the centre o 


David Williams examines how the UK has become the epicentre 


of the Holocaust denial world 


rom a nondescript flat in west 

London a woman in her mid- 

fifties works at her keyboard. 
She counts Arab royalty and Middle _ 
Eastern businessmen among her friends. 
She has stood alongside President 
Ahmadinejad of Iran and has handled 
the financial and business affairs of the 
revisionist historian David Irving. 

Lady Michéle Renouf is the lynchpin 
of a worldwide network of Holocaust 
deniers, historical revisionists and 
outright antisemites. It is a web that 
stretches around the globe but its 
epicentre is found in the UK. 

She is not alone. Many of the world's 
most influential revisionists and 
Holocaust deniers are British and the 
country is increasingly seen as a haven 
for foreign extremists. 

The principal reason for this is quite 
simple. Holocaust denial is illegal in a 
number of European states but not in 
Britain. As many European countries 
have cracked down on the activities of 
Holocaust deniers, resulting in a wave of 
prosecutions in recent years, some have 
sought to re-establish themselves in this 
country. The refusal of the British 
authorities to extradite the Australian 
Holocaust denier Gerald Frederick T6ében 
to face charges in Germany after he was 
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arrested on a European arrest warrant 
has emboldened others in their belief 
that Britain represents a potential safe 
haven for their activities. 

The other key factor is that the various 
UK-based revisionists and Holocaust 
deniers are prominent international 
travellers and networkers. This, coupled 
with the lax UK laws, means that they 
have been able to operate and organise 
in a fashion not possible in most other 
Western European countries. 

There is no better example of this than 
Renouf. She is the single most important 
person in the international Holocaust 
denial world. 


LYNCHPIN 

Lady Renouf is a former model who 
was married, albeit briefly, to Sir Frank 
“the bank” Renouf, one of the 
founders of the New Zealand Stock 
Exchange. She would describe herself as 
a defender of revisionist rights rather 
than a revisionist herself. However, 

she is fanatically anti-Jewish. 

She first met Britain's best known 
Holocaust denier David Irving during his 
failed libel action against the author 
Deborah Lipstadt in 2000, when she 
attended the court proceedings in 
his support. She soon became one of his 


main promoters, seeking to 
raise funds from contacts 
in the Arab world. They included 

Prince Fahd bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, 
the son of the governor of Riyadh and 
eldest nephew of King Fahd, though 

he died before he could make good on 
his promise. 

Her link with Irving continues to this 
day and during his imprisonment in 
Austria in 2006 she ran his financial 
affairs and sought donors to keep his 
business afloat. 

Renouf has emerged as a prominent 
proselytiser for the “revisionist” cause. 
She has been active in providing legal 
and moral support to imprisoned 
Holocaust deniers across Europe 
including Vincent Reynouard, George 
Theil, Robert Faurisson, Germar Rudolf 
and Ernst Zundel for whom she dutifully 
waited outside the prison gates in 
Mannheim, Germany, when he was 
released earlier this year after three 
years in prison for denying the 
Holocaust. Many of them have featured 
in DVDs and CDs produced by her 
company, Telling Films. 

Riding on her coattails was Richard 
Edmonds of the British National Party, 
who at the time sat on its Advisory 
Council, despite the fact that Renouf has 


been banned from addressing BNP 
meetings since 2006 because of her 
extremism. That said, the previous year 
Renouf had shared a platform in New 
Orleans with Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, and several other extremists at 
a conference organised by the former 
Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke. 


IRANIAN LINK 
Despite her earlier Saudi contacts, Renouf 
is now much closer to the Iranians. 
In December 2006 she attended a 
Holocaust denial conference in Tehran 
entitled “Review of the Holocaust: 
~ Global Vision", which by macabre 
design coincided with the 
\.__ international Human Rights Day. 
“Although the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry was at pains to explain that the 
state-sponsored conference “will not be a 
forum for antisemites” it was just that. 
Attended by 67 “experts” from 30 
countries including Britain, the conference 
attracted the créme de la créme of the 
world's Holocaust denial community, 
together with a clique of anti-Zionist 
rabbis from the Neturei Karta ultra- 
orthodox sect who, in their rejection of 
Israel, seem to make a point of working 
with those who seek to persecute their 
Jewish brethren. Their presence at the 


Lady Renouf with President Ahmadinejad of Iran + 


An extended version of this investigation 
can be found at www.hopenocthate.org.uk 


conference also functioned as a 
counterpoint to charges of antisemitism. 

The idea for the conference 
apparently originated with President 
Ahmadinejad himself, who justified it on 
the grounds that Iran was committed to 
“free speech" and was testing the 
West's own commitment to the principle 
in the wake of the cartoons of the 
Prophet Muhammad that appeared in 
the Danish press at the beginning 
of 2006 and occasioned riots and a 
string of murders across the world. 

The conference had nothing to do with 
free speech of course. Those present, 
puffed up with self-importance as a result 
of being feted by Iran's president, have 
failed to recognise that the Iranian state 
sees them as no more than useful idiots, 
providing it with an alternative stream of 
arguments from within Western society 
with which to de-legitimise the Israeli 
state. Unsurprisingly, the conference 
found that the idea that six million Jews 
were murdered in the Holocaust was 
“very much exaggerated”. 

While the conference appeared to 
have achieved little in its wake the 
organisers of the conference established 
the International “Holocaust" Research 
Committee (IHRC) Interim Committee to 
perpetuate its work. Alongside Renouf 


J 


were Frederick Toben (Australia), 
Christian Lindtner (Denmark), 
Serge Thion (France) and Bernhard 
Schaub (Switzerland). 

Although the Iranian government 
seems to have withdrawn some of its 
official backing for revisionist work 
following a huge international outcry at 
the Tehran conference, Renouf has 
become a regular interviewee on Press 
TV, the Iranian government-run English 
language television station. She regularly 
attempts to recast Holocaust denial 
arguments as-“anti-Zionism", perversely 
transforming the rankest antisemitic 
vitriol into a language of national 
liberation that supposedly speaks not 
just for the Palestinians but for all those 
“oppressed” by “Zionism”. This line of 
reasoning dovetails with other 
arguments prevalent in the Middle East 
(and indeed the West) that seek to 
conflate “Zionism” with “Nazism” 
to underline Israel's perfidy. 

Renouf's importance as a 
propagandist was highlighted on 3 June 
2010 when she addressed President 
Ahmadinejad and other delegates to the 
Fourth International Conference on 
Imam Khomeini and foreign policy, 
organised by the Institute for Political 
and International Studies and held at the 
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presidential headquarters in Tehran. 

President Ahmadinejad was sitting in 
the front row as Renouf told the 
audience that Khomeini was a “role 
model" for the West, as indeed was 
Ahmadinejad, for confronting Western 
“swindle-speak” with regard to the 
Holocaust. “My hope”, declared 
Renouf, “is that our President 
Ahmadinejad, who speaks the whole 
truth bravely, will promote awareness of 
the first Jewish homeland [Birobidzhan, 
centre of the Jewish autonomous 
district established by Stalin in far 
eastern Russia in 1934] and that there is 
no need for European Jews to go back 
to Germany, Poland or Austria when 
they have their own state whose first 
language is Yiddish”. 


JUSTIFYING ANTISEMITISM 
Renouf is a far more important figure 
symbolically than these fringe activities 
would suggest. She is symptomatic of a 
wider trend by which antisemites and 
Holocaust deniers in the West seek to 
inject their prejudices into the Middle 
East and anti-Zionist circles in the hope 
that their antisemitic arguments will gain 
some influence. There is little evidence 
that they have done. This has not 
stopped Renouf from turning up at Stop 
the War Coalition marches and any 
other function she feels might serve as a 
platform for her noxious solution to the 
Jewish “problem” in Europe and the 
Middle East. A case in point was her 
attendance in February 2010 ata 
meeting of Lord Nazir Ahmed's Society 
Outreach group about Libya's human 
rights record. In a video of the event, 
Renouf argued that Israel should be 
dismantled and its residents relocated to 
Russia or more precisely to Birobidzhan. 

This is a message she has taken to the 
heart of Middle Eastern politics. Ever 
since the Tehran Holocaust denial 
conference, Renouf has enjoyed a 
certain cachet as a spokesperson on a 
range of lranian-owned satellite 
television channels, including Press TV 
and Sahar 1. 

In 2008 she organised Tében's 
defence, which resulted in one of the 
few legal victories for the Holocaust 
denial movement when the German 
authorities dropped their extradition 
request in the London courts. 

More recently, she has been active in 
Germany with the convicted Holocaust 
deniers Ursula Haverbeck and Manfred 
Roeder. In much of this she has enjoyed 
the support of Edmonds. 
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HOLOCAUST PRINTER 

Less significant these days is Anthony 
Hancock, owner of the Historical 

Review Press in Uckfield, East Sussex. 
Before the growth of the internet, 
Hancock was responsible for publishing 
most of the literature of the extreme 
right in Britain and continental Europe 
for almost 30 years. It was Hancock who 
printed Richard Verrall's seminal 
Holocaust denial booklet Did Six Million 
Really Die? 

Hancock however maintains his strong 
links to the German revisionist scene, 
working closely with convicted deniers 
Gunter Deckert, Rudolf and Ziindel. 


REVISIONIST BISHOP 

Another figure of importance in the 
British Holocaust denial scene is Bishop 
Richard Williamson (pictured below), a 
Catholic traditionalist whose antisemitic 
activities within the seminaries of the 
Society of St Pius X (SSPX), a schismatic 
sect excommunicated from the Catholic 
Church in 1988, had long been apparent 
to seasoned observers. 

Williamson achieved widespread 
notoriety as a Holocaust “revisionist” in 
2009 following a Swedish television 
interview in which he denied the 
existence of gas chambers in the Nazi 
death camps. Williamson's views hit the 
headlines as much for their timing as for 
their content, coming just two days 
before the Pope opened negotiations 
with a view to lifting the excommunica- 
tion of the SSPX as part of a process of 
rapprochement and reconciliation with 
those Catholics profoundly alienated by 
the reforms of Vatican II in the 1960s. 
Williamson later dismissed the talks as a 
“dialogue of the deaf” on the grounds 
that “either the SSPX becomes a traitor 


or Rome converts”. 
Williamson's remarks were a serious 
embarrassment to the Vatican, which 
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demanded that the errant Bishop recant. 
He did so half-heartedly, though without 
retracting his denial of the Holocaust. 
However, behind the scenes he has 
worked to spread his antisemitic ideology. 

The Argentinean government expelled 
him from the country, where he had been 
teaching at an SSPX seminary, and he 
returned to the UK, though not before 
contacting Irving for advice, fearing that 
he might be extradited to Germany to 
stand trial. Irving conferred with Renouf, 
who was despatched to Heathrow airport 
to meet him, putting the legal team that 
she had assembled for Tében on standby. 
In the event Renouf did not meet 
Williamson. The bishop was spirited away 
to an SSPX seminary in Wimbledon and 
told in no uncertain terms by the SSPX 
leadership to keep quiet. 

Shortly afterwards Williamson was 
prosecuted in Germany, eventually 
being fined €10,000 (£8,750). He did 
not appear in person at the trial because 
the SSPX leadership forbad him from 
attending, probably for his own good. 

Contrary to his public silence 
Williamson has forged linked with the 
Italian fascist leader and convicted 
terrorist Roberto Fiore, the International 
Third Position, the French Holocaust 
denier Reynouard and the Horst Mahler 
faction of the German National 
Democratic Party (NPD). 

He has also become involved in the 
activities of the third positionist 
“Catholic fascist” faction, of which the 
leading lights include John Sharpe in the 
USA and Derek Holland, a religious 
fanatic and one of the founders of the 
“political soldiers” in the 1980s with 
Griffin, Patrick Harrington, now leader 
of the BNP's fake Solidarity trade union, 
and Fiore, their political and financial 
backer. Sharpe has contributed to 
The Angelus magazine, organ of the 
SSPX, which advertised materials 
distributed by his Legion of St Louis/ 

St George Educational Trust including its 
Neo-Conned book series. Williamson 
also contributed the foreword to 
Sharpe's booklet on Islam, published by 
the Legion of St Louis, as well as, 
according to one blog, paving the way 
for Holland, writing under a pseudonym, 
to contribute to The Angelus. 

After years of campaigning 
criminalisation of Holocaust denial 
becomes mandatory this month in the 
EU. Holocaust denial is increasingly 
prevalent in the Muslim and Arab worlds 
and is thriving in the UK, where it is used 
to justify anti-Zionism. @ 


Irving leads death camps tour 


By Natalia Pankowska for Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


DISGRACED AND DISCREDITED 
across much of Western Europe, the 
veteran revisionist historian David 
Irving continues to make a name for 
himself in Eastern Europe while now 
living in the USA. 

In late September Irving organised a 
tour of death camps in Poland for 20 
people at £1,500 a head excluding 
flights. The country suffered terribly 
during the Second World War but 
despite a campaign from Searchlight 
and Never Again the authorities 
refused to block Irving’s visit. 

The police could have acted under a 
law banning the dissemination of 
antisemitic and racist ideas, and taken 
into account the views of Jewish and 
anti-fascist groups, but did not. 

This latest excursion is not Irving’s 
first visit to Poland. In 2007 he 
attended the International Book Fair 
in Warsaw to promote and sell his 
books, but was ejected as a result of a 
vociferous campaign by Never Again 
and the media. In 2000 the joint 
efforts of Never Again and the media 
prevented publication of the Polish 
translation of Irving’s biography of 
Herman Goering by a publishing 
house owned by the Polish Ministry 
of Defence. 

For his latest visit the Holocaust 
denier put himself forward as a guide 
to places connected with the Nazis’ 
crimes in Poland, including Treblinka 
(in Irving’s words “Himmler’s real 
death camp”), the Belzec 
extermination camp, the Warsaw 
Ghetto and Hitler’s Wolf’s Lair bunker 
in the north of Poland. Auschwitz, 
which he has described as a “tourist 
attraction” and like “Disneyland”, did 
not figure in his initial plans. 

Irving’s party included fascists and 
extreme-right activists from Western 
Europe and the USA. His visits also 
tend to bring out local fascists and 
antisemites. 

About 20 people attended Irving's 
secret lecture at the Marriot Hotel in 
Warsaw, according to a journalist from 
the Polish newspaper Rzeczpospolita 


Miostik Kites —— 
natargach ksiqiki 


. 
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David Irving reads of his expulsion from the Warsaw book fair in May 2007 


who joined them. They included Irving's 
25-year old assistant Jaenelle Antas, 
several middle-aged men from the UK, 
Germany and the USA, the Polish 
translator of his books, Bartlomej 
Zborski, and a solitary Indian. 

In his speech, Irving again defended 
Hitler, whitewashed his crimes and 
denied that there were gas chambers at 
Auschwitz. He blamed the British 
authorities for allegedly killing 
Himmler. At the same time he 
continued to deny his antisemitic 
intent and told his gullible listeners: 

“T deny that Iam a Holocaust denier. 
How it is possible to call a person who 
says that two and half million Jews were 
murdered during Operation Reinhard 
and several hundreds of thousands of 
Jews died in Treblinka a denier? 

Irving even called himself a 
traditional British liberal who is 
seeking and presenting “a true version 
of history” and suffering for the sake of 
“freedom of speech”. He went on to 


whinge about his difficult financial 
situation, calling himself a victim of 
those who want to create obstacles for 
“true history”. Irving also expressed his 
unhappiness with the media, which, 
he claims, “puts me down completely 
and publishes only lies”. 

Throughout the trip, Irving 
promoted and distributed his most 
famous book, Hitler’s War, and 
proudly told the story of an old 
man who casually learned that he 
was in Poland and waited for several 
hours near the memorial site at Belzec 
to get Irving to autograph his copy of 
the book. 

Irving’s tour ended successfully 
without any intervention from the 
authorities. Interestingly, the 
Holocaust tourists visited Treblinka 
without Irving, who obviously feared 
some kind of protest. 

Irving has already announced a 
further tour for 2011. Hopefully, this 
time it can be stopped inits tracks. @& 
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THE DENIAL OF THE HOLOCAUST 
was once a central weapon in the far- 
right armoury. With the memory of the 
Second World War still fresh, it was 
vital for neo-fascist and nazi groups to 
deny the systematic killing of millions of 
people if they were ever to prosper. 

While hardcore nazis still deny the 
Holocaust or at least, as is the case with 
the BNP, refuse to talk about it with an 
acceptance that it happened, the rise of 
nationalism, the emergence of 
Islamophobia as a core mobilising issue 
and strong legal action against 
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Holocaust deniers in Europe has made 
it increasingly redundant. 

It has however emerged strongly in 
the Middle East. Led by Iran, Holocaust 
denial is a weapon to attack Zionism 
and so the state of Israel. 

The German historian Mattias 
Kiintzel has remarked: “The Iranian 
state press agency has developed into 
a platform for Holocaust deniers from 
all over the world”. 

The influence of Western Holocaust 
deniers on forms of Middle Eastern 
antisemitism was graphically illustrated 


during the Iranian “Holocaust 
International Cartoon Contest" staged 
in February 2006, the first state- 
sponsored antisemitic art show since 
1945. The exhibition gave floor space 
to 200 of the 1,000 or so entries from 
62 countries including Britain. 

Iran is not alone. Syria has also 
opened its doors to individuals such as 
the former Ku Klux Klan leader David 
Duke and Holocaust denial regularly 
appears in a range of government 
publications across the Middle East 
including Al-Arab Al- Youm Uordan), 


a 
Teshreen (Syria), Tehran Times 
(Iran) and Al-Hayat Al- 
Jadeeda (Palestinian 
Authority). To take but one 
example: In January 2010, 
Al-Thawra, a Syrian 
daily newspaper, 
claimed that there were 
no gas chambers and 
that “Zionism” was 
guilty of exploiting events 
during the Nazi era in 
Germany in order to 
establish a Jewish state. 


President 
Ahmadinejad 


THE DENIERS 


AMERICA 

4 Fred Leuchter 

2 Mark Weber 

3 Michael Hoffman 


AUSTRIA 

4 Gerd Honsik 

5 Wolfgang Frolich 
6 Dr Herbert Schaller 


AUSTRALIA 

7 ~~ ‘Frederick Tében 
8 Richard Krege 
9 John Bennett 


BELGIUM 
10 Siegfried Verbeke 
41 Leonardo Clerici 


BRITAIN 

42 David Irving 

43 Bishop Richard 
Williamson 

14 Lady Michéle 
Renouf 


CANADA 
45 Paul Fromm 


DENMARK 
416 Christian Lindtner 


FRANCE 

47 Robert Faurisson 
18 Serge Thion 

19 Roger Garaudy 
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GERMANY 

20 Germar Rudolf 
21 = Ernst Ziindel 

22 Ursula Haverbeck 
23 Rigolf Hennig 


GREECE 
24 Konstantinos Plevris 
25 Alfonso Pengas 


ITALY 
26 Carlo Mattogno 


MALTA 
27 Norman Lowell 


POLAND 
28 Dariusz Ratajczak 


PORTUGAL 
29 Flavio Goncalves 


RUSSIA 

30 Oleg Anatolyevich 
Platonov 

34° Nadin Ravski 


SPAIN 
32 Pedro Varela 


SWEDEN 

33 Ahmed Rami 
34 Israel Shamir 
35 Ditlieb Felderer 


SWITZERLAND 
36 Bernhard Schaub 
37 Jurgen Graf 


Home news 


Blood on the carpet 


As internal squabbles threaten to tear the English Defence League apart, 


Simon Cressy takes a closer look at the two warring factions. 


IN WHAT LOOKS like an 
irresolvable feud, two 
factions in the English 
Defence League are hurling 
claims and counter claims of 
financial irregularities across 
the internet battlefield. 

The fallout began when 
John “Snowy" Shaw was 
remanded in custody charged 
with burglary and inciting 
religious hatred, together 
with his friend, the EDL chief 
steward Leon McCreery, after 
the pair occupied the roof of 
a disused factory in Dudley in 
a protest against plans for a 
mosque on the site last May. 

Until then, Tommy 
Robinson, real name Stephen 
Yaxley Lennon, was seen as 
the one and only leader of 
the EDL. Following their 
arrest McCreery and Snowy, 
a self-confessed former crack 
cocaine addict and burglar, 
attained almost cult status 
among the foot soldiers of 
the EDL, who described them 
as legends for their actions. 

Days after their release on 
bail Robinson issued a 
statement accusing Snowy of 
causing trouble within the 
EDL leadership and of not 
returning £2,700 out of funds 
given to him to organise the 
national coaches attending 
EDL demonstrations. In what 
literally became a north-south 


divide in the EDL, accusations 
flew back and forth with 
Facebook the weapon 

of choice. 

In July all charges against 
McCreery and Snowy were 
dropped. That month the 
EDL announced it would for 
the first time appoint regional 
organisers. In a popular 
move Snowy was promoted 
to Yorkshire regional 
organiser, making him king of 
his own little domain. He 
turned up at most EDL 
meetings in the Yorkshire 
region and elsewhere in the 
north of England. 

Large numbers of EDL 
supporters stayed away from 
the Bradford demonstration 
in August, despite the EDL 
leadership promoting it as 
“the Big One". The EDL 
predicted that Bradford, 
organised by Snowy, would 
be huge, anticipating 
several thousand participants. 
In fact only 700 turned up. 
Snowy gave a speech to an 
adoring crowd but Robinson 
failed to follow suit, fuelling 
speculation and rumour. 

Less than a fortnight after 
Bradford Robinson issued an 
angry statement entitled: 

“So EDL Leadership Are 
Taking Monies From Their 
Members Are They?” 
Naming no names and 
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sounding a little like an 
illiterate 15-year-old, he 
launched a scathing attack on 
the EDL's members accusing 
its leadership and himself in 
particular of skimming funds 
from the surface and making 
a small fortune from the EDL's 
merchandising operation. 


Large numbers of 
EDL supporters 
stayed away from 
the Bradford 
demonstration in 
August, despite 
the EDL 
leadership 
promoting it as 
“the Big One” 


It was an obvious attack 
on Snowy and his supporters 
as this had been a constant 
bugbear of theirs. In a final 
act of petulance Robinson 
wrote: “These retarded 
reprobates have the audacity 
to call my integrity into 
question by saying iv [sic] 
made a small fortune out of 
the EDL? 

“For this reason and this 
reason alone | have now 
pulled the merchandising, 
| can't and won't allow 


myself to be bullied, 
intimidated or slandered by 
the same gobshites over and 
over again, my message to 
them is very clear, toe the 
line or f*** off.” 

The following day Snowy 
issued a statement that was 
no more than a grovelling 
apology to Robinson and his 
cousin Kevin Carroll and an 
assertion that he was 100% 
committed to the EDL cause. 
The problem for Snowy was 
that he had caused division 
and despite the public 
apology Robinson was not in 
the mood to forgive. 

The EDL began to prepare 
for its long-awaited 
demonstration in Leicester 
on 9 October. This should 
have been a golden 
opportunity for the two sides 
to bury the hatchet and 
unite as one. However that 
bubble was popped the day 
before by a 13-minute video 
entitled: “The John Snowy 
Shaw show", which started 
with the Muppet theme 
tune accompanied by 
matching images. 

In it Robinson launched an 
all-out attack on his 
adversary, claiming that 
Snowy wanted to split the 
EDL along north-south lines 
and set up his own 
merchandising operation. 


Robinson claimed that 
Snowy took £3,000 of EDL 
merchandise and has so far 
not paid for it. He also 
accuses Snowy of stealing 
money from the EDL and of 
stealing his personal money 
and cash card. 

Snowy, who is an 
unemployed llama farmer 
(I kid you not), is accused of 


sponging off the EDL and of 
threatening other members 
with violence. It is also 
alleged that he took money 
donated to his legal defence 
fund while on remand and 
used it to meet living 
expenses without repaying 
any of it to the EDL. 

At the end of the video 
Robinson announces that 


4 


At each other's throats: John “Snowy” Shaw (above) and Tommy Robinson (left) 
have accused each other of taking EDL members’ money 


Snowy, together with 
several of his friends, are no 
longer welcome at EDL 
demonstrations. 

The timing of the video 
could not have been worse 
for the EDL, coming just 
24 hours before its latest 
protest. Robinson attracted 
heavy criticism on both 
Facebook and the EDL’s own 
internet forum, being 
labelled as stupid, divisive 
and childish. 

Snowy in turn released yet 
another statement, which 
turned out to be a series of 
rebuttals of the various 
accusations Robinson made. 
He also complied with 
Robinson's order to stay 
away from EDL events and 
failed to turn up in Leicester. 


Following the release of 
Robinson's video and the 
“excommunication” of 
Snowy, the bulk of the 
northern EDL regions have 
rallied behind their 
“leader”, in particular the 
large and influential 
northwest region. 

Robinson is also backed 
by the large West Midlands 
division as well as the 
East Midlands and most of 
the south. 

With EDL protests planned 
for London, Preston, 
Nuneaton and Peterborough 
between now and Christmas, 
and potential unannounced 
“flash" demonstrations, the 
EDL could find itself in open 
civil war by the start of 2011. 
Watch this space. a 


November 2010 | Searchlight | 13 


BNP ‘owner’ deserts 


bankrupt party 


Jim Dowson, the party's management consultant, fundraiser and de facto owner, has 
announced his sudden departure from the sinking ship and the party has admitted that it 
cannot pay its debts. Sonia Gable investigates. 


NICK GRIFFIN chose Twitter to pass 
on the devastating news that Jim 
Dowson, the convicted criminal who 
transformed the British National 
Party’s fortunes, had decided not to 
renew his contract with the party. 

Describing Dowson as “a 
remarkable man to whom we owe a 
great deal”, the BNP leader wrote: 
“What he has taught us will go on 
playing a huge role in the continued 
progress of our Cause for many years 
to come”. His words hid the growing 
acrimony among some of Griffin’s 
closest aides. 

Dowson, an extreme anti- 
abortionist, emerged onto the BNP 
scene at the end of 2007 when the 
party was consumed by a rebellion 
that threatened to tear it apart. 

He leaves in much the same 
circumstances. 

He endeared himself to Griffin 
when his first fundraising appeal, 
made free of charge as a loss leader, 
generated tens of thousands of 
pounds. Since then Dowson has been 
responsible for raising almost all the 
party’s income as well as 
transforming its administration. 

He set up party offices in Belfast, 
Stroud and Nuneaton, all under his 
control, supplied and maintained 
ownership of the party’s infamous 
advertising lorry, the “truth truck” 
and earned a handsome £160,000 a 
year from the party for his efforts. 

Yet faster than Dowson brought in 
the money, Griffin spent it —- on long 
drawn out and inept legal battles, 
unfairly dismissing employees and 
deliberately provoking Unilever by 
using a Marmite image in a party 
election broadcast. 


14 | Searchlight | November 2010 


After three years of milking the 
BNP’s donors, and the BNP’s 
ignominious defeat in the general 
and local elections earlier this year, 
Dowson realised the party, and his 
earning potential, had come to the 
end of the road. 

His final act was to write a 
grandiose and lying advertisement 
for his replacement. The future 
supplier of “a full range of 
professional fundraising/develop- 
ment strategies” would be expected 
to “maintain and expand our direct 
mail fundraising operation 
(currently around £1.5 million pa)” 
and “identify, establish, develop and 
manager [sic] relationships with 
existing and new Major Donors to 
secure the highest level of gift from 
them, adhering to agreed best 
practice principles”. There was 
much more in the same jargon. 
Quite what Dowson meant by major 
donors was unclear as the party has 
not reported any donations over 
£7,500 for over a year. 


SAVING HIS SKIN 
The loss of Dowson, who takes with 
him the party’s communications 


officer Paul Golding, will be keenly felt. 


Without Dowson, the BNP will be 
unable to exploit the 25,000 signatures 
it is reported to have obtained during 
this autumn’s “Bring Our Boys Home” 
recruitment campaign. People signed 
anti-war petitions at the BNP’s stalls in 
shopping centres around the country, 
not realising that they were sponsored 
by the BNP but despite the party’s 
claims to use cutting-edge technology, 
the party’s moronic national organiser 
Clive Jefferson is incapable of 


transferring the information into a 
usable electronic format. 

Before walking out without notice, 
Dowson took steps to try to extricate 
himself from the consequences of 
Griffin’s financial mismanagement. 
In October he wrote to the party’s 
creditors giving them a week to 
accept an offer of 20p in the pound 
“by way of debt compromise and in 
full and final payment of all your 
outstanding invoices relating to 
the supply of goods and services” 
to the party. If they did not accept 
the offer, explained Dowson, they 
would “inevitably ... end up with 
nothing at all”. 

The party’s salvation, and Dowson’s 
problem, is that the BNP is an 
unincorporated association, which 
cannot be sued for payment. Instead 
creditors may have recourse to the 
organisation’s officers — and it is well 
known that Griffin owns no assets — 
or those who contracted for goods 
and services on the BNP’s behalf. 
Dowson and his various companies 
undoubtedly feature prominently 
among them as Dowson has long 
been in charge of most the party’s 
administration. Creditors who accept 
the 20p offer would have to enter 
into “a short written compromise 
agreement”, under which they would 
give up their right to the rest of the 
debt, so getting Dowson off the hook. 

The party’s insolvency has resulted 
in staff salary cuts and all the party's 
mobile phones were cut off in October. 
Yet Griffin carries on spending the 
money he doesn't have. In November 
he and two former BNP officers are 
due to appear in the High Court in the 
next round of the long-running legal 


Jim Dowson: finally he's had 
enough after Griffin wasted all the 
fruits of his labour for the party 


Photo: David Hoffman 


action brought by the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission over the 
BNP’s racist constitution. And the 
party has issued an appeal for £22,000 
for the second phase of the “Bring Our 
Boys Home” campaign, in which its 
“Communications Department” will 
issue a brochure, send the “truth truck” 
out on the road and invite people to 
social evenings in a bid to turn petition 
signatures into members. 

As the BNP collapses Eddy Butler, 
who failed in his bid for the BNP 
leadership in summer, continues to 
believe that he can rescue the party. 
He has appealed against his expulsion 
from the party, and busies himself 
(and bores his readers) by rewriting 
the BNP’s constitution at length on his 
blog. The exercise seems pointless. 
His expulsion will inevitably be 
upheld by a disciplinary tribunal 
consisting of party officers selected by 
Griffin personally, leaving Butler 
sidelined and powerless, unless he 
can persuade the courts to intervene. 

Many of his Reform Group 
supporters have already deserted 
him. Realising that the BNP is long 
past rescue and left with little choice 
after Griffin expelled them, three 
former BNP activists in southwest 
England last month registered 
the British Freedom Party with the 
Electoral Commission. 

Griffin has tried to limit the damage 
by declaring the Reform Group a 
“proscribed organisation’, thereby 
banning party members from any 
contact with it. Butler claims the 
proscription is invalid, but has no 
means of overturning it. 

The proscription has already cost 
Butler one of his most influential 


supporters. Michael Barnbrook, who 
styles himself the BNP sleaze buster 
and claims to have triggered the 
parliamentary expenses scandal, 
announced: “As Iam a proud member 
of the British National Party and 
contemplating launching a leadership 
challenge when I have five years 
membership, I intend to have nothing 
further to do with BNP Reform as 

I have no desire to be expelled from 
the party I am trying to save.” 


BNP SURVIVAL IN DOUBT 
Barnbrook will qualify to stand as 
leader by the end of next year if he 
can avoid a pre-emptive expulsion. 
Whether the BNP will still exist then 
is doubtful. Some wonder even 
whether it will survive beyond its 
expensive four-star annual 
conference in December. 

The BNP’s collapse may come too 
early for the BFP to benefit. The new 
party is registered at the home 
address near Bristol of Michaela 
Mackenzie, a former BNP employee 
who is still waiting for the 
compensation for unfair dismissal 
that Griffin agreed to pay her in front 
of an employment tribunal in June. 
She is the BFP’s nominating officer, 
with Peter Mullins, the former BNP 
South West regional organiser, its 
leader. The treasurer is John Savage, 
the former BNP South West regional 
treasurer, who in August challenged 
Griffin to let him see all the BNP’s 
financial records so that he could 


determine whether the accusations 
of financial mismanagement of the 
party were valid. Griffin ignored him. 

The BFP has not started recruiting 
and its website consists of a page 
inviting people to register for an 
information pack, accompanied by a 
stock photo of a group of happy young 
people. They include black faces. 
Although the party's named officers 
have not so far revealed anything of its 
policies, Lee Barnes, the BNP’s former 
legal officer and a self-appointed 
spokesman for the new party, has 
stated: “All those of all races and 
religions who are British citizens and 
who are proud to be British and who 
respect British culture are welcome to 
join our party.” 

However the BFP still wants to end 
“mass immigration and multi- 
culturalism”, according to Barnes, and 
would deport “all those of all races 
and religions who refuse to integrate 
into our society and culture”. 

The party’s name was chosen 
because its founders thought it would 
be a “shrewd move” to incorporate 
the word “freedom” in view of the 
successes in several European 
countries of similarly named parties. 
What is more likely is that the BFP 
will follow the short-lived Freedom 
Party, formed in December 2000 by 
an earlier group of BNP rebels, 
into oblivion. The party petered 
out in 2006, its website states it is 
“now closed” and its electoral 
registration has lapsed. 
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Retietooan 


“I know where you live, and I’m police officers, while from within 


gonna rape your f***ing wife.” their pen the EDL rained down 
The EDL mob arrived in Leicester bottles and coins before throwing a 
like everywhere else: drunk and thunder flash and smoke bombs 
aggressive, singing racist songs, under police horses. 
threatening to murder and rape their The police drew their batons and 
way to some kind of bizarre national fought the 2,000 EDL supporters to a 
salvation, and complaining about standstill. The EDL crushed its own 
having their photographs taken. members against steel railings from 
The EDL is a travelling, drunken where they kicked police officers and 
circus of violent clowns and wild, dogs in the head. The bloodied and 
rabid animals. injured lined the pavements as hours 
\ The appearance of Mark Turnbull of mindless violence played out in a 
from North East BNP was the cordon just off the town centre. 
signal for the EDL to begin rioting. They had live entertainment and 
Alighting from his coach he charged speeches, but no one was listening. 
drunkenly into photographers and Empty vessels only make noise. 
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News in brief | | | _ | 


BNP conference venue 
stays secret 


POLICE ARE urging the 
British National Party to 
reveal the location of its 
annual conference this 
year after the party 
website declared that it 
would be held at a 
secret, four-star location 
in South Derbyshire. 
Derbyshire police need 
to know the venue to 
plan and apportion 
“appropriate resources” 
in the event of protests. 
Despite teetering on 
the brink of bankruptcy 
the BNP has promised 
“the best and most 
exciting event in BNP 
history” over the 
weekend of 10-12 
December. Expectations 
should not be too high. 
Last year's conference 
was held on an industrial 


estate on the outskirts of 
Wigan and previous 
conferences took place in 
a dilapidated hotel 

in Blackpool. 

Many members are 
already grumbling about 
the first class prices: 
£189 single and £299 
couples for the 
“platinum package”. 

In an unmistakeable nod 
to the party's current 
internal divisions 
resulting from its 
disastrous showing in 
this year's elections, the 
conference is titled 
“moving forwards 
together”. Given the 
recent spate of 
expulsions and 
suspensions, this too is 
something of a 
misnomer. 


BNP told to stay away from 
Belfast grounds 


EAST BELFAST football fans have told the BNP to stay 
away from matches after the party's supporters tried 
to canvass support outside the Oval, home of 
Glentoran FC. Graham Moore of the Castlereagh 
Glentoran Supporters’ Club, who saw the BNP giving 
out leaflets outside the ground in support of its 
“Bring Our Boys Home" campaign, stated that fans 
did not want to be associated with the party. 

Robin Newton, the DUP Northern Ireland 
Assembly Member for East Belfast, described the 
BNP presence outside the match as uninvited and 
unwelcome, adding that their 
attendance was “ironic, given the 
fact that our brave young 
soldiers are currently fighting 
those who espouse exactly the 
same sort of bile and hate as 
preached by the BNP”. 

Moore (pictured) has 
since been targeted by 
the BNP's Northern 
lreland organiser 
Steven Moore, who 
has begun a 
campaign of online 
intimidation against 
him, in a typical BNP 
reaction to criticism or 
rejection of its views. 


Llandybie BNP 
councillor quits 


MEIRION BOWEN (pictured), a BNP 
community councillor in Llandybie, has 
quit the far-right party only 18 months 
after joining it. Bowen, who has 
previously stood for Plaid Cymru, 
claimed that local people were 
“disillusioned” with mainstream parties. 
His switch to the BNP bolstered the 
position of Kevin Edwards, until then the 
solitary voice of the BNP on the council. 
Despite describing his time with the 
BNP as “productive” Bowen has thrown 
in the towel in an effort to “move 
forward". The South Wales Guardian 
reported that he had made the move in 
the interests of his family, employment 
and personal safety, indicating perhaps 
that his decision to join the party was 
not particularly popular with anyone. 
He continues to sit as an independent. 
Edwards has declared that there was 
no rupture with Bowen and the pair 
“remain good friends and still think 
along the same lines", which should give 
food for thought to the local electorate. 


BNP organiser sentenced for racist abuse 


A BNP ORGANISER has narrowly 
escaped a prison term after being 
convicted of racially abusing an 
Asian shopper in a supermarket. In 
an unprovoked verbal attack, Peter 
King shouted “go back to your 
own country” when he saw her in 
the aisles of a Tesco Extra store 
in Hartlepool, before launching 
into a tirade of racist abuse 
against the stunned woman. 
Identified on CCTV leaving 
the store, King was arrested 
shortly after the incident on 
14 October 2009. He was 
arrested again on Christmas 
Eve following an unrelated 
altercation with a neighbour, 
whom he confronted wielding an 


ornamental medieval mace in a 
dispute over noise. 

King, 38, admitted racially 
aggravated harassment and 
possessing an offensive weapon. 
Judge Peter Bowers sentenced him 
to 10 months in prison suspended 
for 18 months with supervision. 

Despite his conviction King 
remains a key figure in Hartlepool 
BNP and is an integral part of 
its “Bring Our Boys Home" 
campaign in the town. He was 
accompanied to court by his 
partner Cheryl Dunn, a BNP 
activist who unsuccessfully stood 
for the party in the general 
election in Easington and for 
mayor of Hartlepool. 
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Nostalgically remembered as a group of bumbling old men, the Home Guard actually had its 
origins in the International Brigade battles in Spain. By David Williams 


hink about the Home Guard 

and the television series 

Dad's Army springs to mind. 
Viewers were introduced to a 
motley crew of elderly soldiers 
(and one “stupid boy”) under the 
command of Captain George 
Mainwaring, a pompous and 
bumbling bank manager, played by 
Arthur Lowe, who, whatever their 
shortcomings, were doggedly 
determined to play their part in the 
war, whatever that might be. The 
BBC's affectionate portrayal of the 
Home Guard was underpinned by 
a gentle humour and nostalgia for 
the Dunkirk spirit. Hugely popular, 
the series, broadcast from 1968 to 
1977, became an instant classic, as 
did its memorably defiant theme 
tune: “Who do you think you are 
kidding Mr Hitler?” 

What would have been less 
apparent to viewers, then and 
now, is that the roots of the 
Home Guard were firmly rooted 
in the politics of anti-fascism. 
The origins of the Home Guard, 
or Local Defence Volunteers 
(LDV) as they were initially called, 
owe much to Captain Tom 
Wintringham (1898-1949), a 
veteran of the Spanish Civil War 
and a committed Communist 
Party of Great Britain (CPGB) 
member who had been 
imprisoned for sedition in 1925 
under the 1797 Mutiny Act. 

No one person founded the 
Home Guard but Wintringham's 
idea of do-it-yourself defence 
made him the best known 
“populariser” of the tactics of 
guerrilla warfare in 1940. 

His books such as New Ways of 
War, Armies of Freemen and 
People’s War, to name but three, 
sold tens of thousands of copies. 
His newspaper columns for an 
array of left-wing-newspapers and 
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journals were widely read. He was 
the foremost, indeed only, 
Marxist expert on warfare during 
the 1930s and 1940s in Britain. 

Wintringham was no armchair 
theoretician. He served in the 
International Brigades and was 
credited by his biographer Hugh 
Purcell as a “seminal figure” in 
their creation. A man of action, 
Wintringham commanded the 
British Battalion at the battle 
of Jarama in February 1937, 
where the anti-fascist amateurs 
were pitted against Franco's 
professional army at terrible cost. 
Wintringham was among the 
wounded. After rejoining the XV 
Battalion in August he was 
wounded again on the Aragon 
front and eventually repatriated. 

His experience in the Spanish 
Civil War awakened Wintringham 
to the murderous sectarianism of 
Stalinism and propelled him 
towards a genuine belief in 
democracy. Not long after he 
returned from Spain, Wintringham 
was expelled from the CPGB as a 
result of an affair with a woman 
denounced by the head of the 
Spanish Comintern as a 
“Trotskyite spy". She wasn't but it 
didn't matter. The signing of the 
Nazi-Soviet pact set the seal on 
Wintringham's disillusionment 
with Stalinism. 

Through his journalism and 
broadcasting he became, in the 
words of his friend George Orwell, 
whose wartime socialism was 
similarly underpinned by a belief 
that Hitler could only be defeated 
if Britain was a country worth 
fighting for, “a notable voice in 
stemming the tide of defeatism”. 

Wintringham was determined 
to resist any Nazi invasion. 

His experience in Spain had shown 
him the value of people's militias. 


Dad's 
Army 
perhaps 
unsurpris- 
ingly did 
not make 
the anti- 
fascist 
origins of 
the Home 
Guard 
explicit 


Captain 
Tom Wintringham 
(1898-1949) 


He thus emerged as an enthusiastic 
and articulate campaigner in 
favour of the newly formed LDV, 
founded on 14 May 1940, 
becoming a properly armed, 
irregular army rather than merely 
an armed special constabulary as 
was favoured by the War Office. 
His most important and influential 
article for the Daily Mirror, which 
appeared on 28 May 1940, ended 
with the slogan: “An Aroused 
People, An Angry People, An 
Armed People”. 

His impassioned call for arms, 
for British citizens to be armed to 
fight against the Nazi invasion, 
which then appeared imminent, 
caught the public imagination, 
his anti-fascism and military 
knowledge matching the 
Zeitgeist. His instructions on how 
to fight a “people's war", which 
appeared in Picture Post, 
included details of how to 
destroy tanks and bridges, fortify 
villages, throw hand grenades 
and capture or kill German 
parachutists as well as lessons 
on the art of street fighting. 
They were all widely read by a 
citizenry ready to take on the Nazis 
should they invade. The War 
Office reprinted 100,000 copies of 
these instructions and distributed 
them to LDV units. 

Wintringham's ideas impressed 
Edward Hulton, the newspaper 
magnate, whose friend, the Earl of 
Jersey, granted Wintringham the 
use of his Osterley Park estate in 
west London for training LDV 
volunteers in the rudiments of 
“ungentlemanly warfare”. 
Altogether some five thousand 
ordinary men and women were 
given a two-day crash course in 
the basics of irregular warfare 
within the first three months of 
the LDV's existence. 


Wintringham’'s fellow instructors 
were also veteran anti-fascists. 
The British Army also took note, 
sending several units to receive 
training at Osterley Park. 

The British security services 
were not impressed, not least 
because they feared the 
revolutionary potential implicit in 
Wintringham's aroused, angry 
and armed citizenry. The fear of 
social revolution in the wake of 
military catastrophe was palpable. 
The War Office took over the 
running of Osterley Park that 
autumn and dismissed 
Wintringham and his staff the 
following spring, effectively 
neutering the military potential of 
the Home Guard. Wintringham 
remained a committed Marxist 
until his premature death in 1949 
having helped form the 
Commonwealth Party in 1942 as 
a channel for his socialism. 

He was, asserts his biographer, 
“a very English revolutionary”. 

Although Dad's Army perhaps 
unsurprisingly did not make the 
anti-fascist origins of the Home 
Guard explicit, there is one final 
link between popular culture and 
anti-fascist politics that is worth 
highlighting. Not only did many 
of the actors who starred in 
Dad's Army fight fascism during 
the war, but its theme tune was 
sung by Bud Flanagan in his final 
recording before his death in 
1968. Born Reuben Weintrop, 
Flanagan was famed as a member 
of the “Crazy Gang” comedy 
quartet. Less well known was his 
role in funding the 43 Group, the 
militant anti-fascist organisation 
that fought tooth and nail against 
Mosley's fascists after 1945. 

Every month Flanagan sent the 43 
Group a £30 cheque with a note 
saying “Good work, boys”. a 
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News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 
into the sewers of the far right 
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Many people ask in bewilderment why 
the once mighty National Front never 
got any of its candidates elected to 
public office. 

Faced with the comparative success 
of the equally nasty BNP, the NF 
recently made an observation on 
electioneering that perhaps hints at 
why it has struggled so much over the 
years: “You could put up a Ku Klux 
Klan candidate in some towns and they 
would probably get elected!" Which is 
bizarre when you consider that in a lot 
of cases over the past 40 years, that is 
exactly what the NF has done! 


HH 


These days, splits in the far right seem 
an increasingly common and rather dull 
affair. Some of us remember a time 
when if you really wanted to hurt a 
former comrade, you'd have to get off 
your backside and put them on theirs. 
Nowadays they just email nasty things 
about each other and publish it on the 
internet. Except in Liverpool, bless 'em. 
It's long been a difficult branch for the 
BNP, what with an array of Anglo-lrish 
members and hardline Ulster loyalist 
supporters all crammed into one branch, 
so when it does “explode” for want of a 
better word, it produces fireworks. 
Some people have allegedly been 
threatening to firebomb others’ homes 
and, of course, they are all obligatory 
Searchlight moles too, but, by wonder 
of the internet, | did so enjoy seeing 
the former BNP organiser Steven 
Greenhalgh turned away from a branch 
meeting, whereupon he rang the police 
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to complain that he had not been 
allowed into a public place and had 
been assaulted by the BNP doorman 
(Peter Tierney). When the police asked 
him what the extent of the assault was, 
Greenhalgh replies: “Well, he hasn't 
done a lot to me, but he doesn't have a 
CSI badge which is illegal”. 

Now, I've seen CS/ Miami and CS/ 
New York, but | was unaware that 
television's finest crime scene 
investigators were now scouring 
through the debris of Liverpool BNP too. 


HK 


Over in Belfast, “Super Prod” Steven 
Moore, the BNP's recently appointed 
Northern Ireland organiser, has wasted 
no time getting his face into the 
papers. A week after upsetting the fans 
of the Irish League team Glentoran and 
then trying to arrange the harassment 
of the Glentoran supporters’ club 
chairperson, the Sunday World ran a 
story introducing Moore as a 
“skinhead, fascist, rape-joking tattooed 
racist ... and he wants your vote”. 
How all that would've gone down 
with former UVF leader David Ervine, 
who was a keen Glens fan, we'll never 
know, but the word is that some of his 


BUMPED! 
Prod steven Moore 


2uper 


former friends at the club are none- 
too-taken with Moore's boots and 
braces behaviour towards their 
supporters club chairperson. 


HX 


Bad news for the stormtroopers of the 
English Defence League. Their favourite 
East London watering hole The Grave 
Maurice, right in the heart of 
Whitechapel's Bengali community, has 
finally been forced to close its doors 
not long after complaints were made to 
the police and the council about 
drunken EDL louts launching “raids” 
on the community from there. 
Apparently the empty pub's windows 
now have council posters reading 
“Say No To Hate”, encouraging people 
to report hate crime. It seems to be 
working. It remains to be seen whether 
EDL supporters will feel like making the 
short trip down to the Blind Beggar, 
former watering hole of the Kray twins 
and, later, the nazi murderer Charlie 
Sergeant, and the scene of Ronnie 
Kray's shooting of the rival gangster 
George Cornell and of the first sermon 
preached by William Booth, founder of 
the Salvation Army. It does seem to 
have a life-changing effect on people. 


Sam Lesser 1915-2010 


By Gerry Gable 


THE DEATH of Sam Manassah Lesser 
last month, at the age of 95, deprived 
the world of not only a heroic figure 
from the Spanish Civil War but one of 
the most active frontline journalists. 

| know how respected Sam was by his 
fellow journalists who reported from 
Spain, the Second World War, Cuba, 
Vietnam and dozens of other conflicts. 

Sam first came into my life when 
| left school in 1952, aged 15, and 
joined the Daily Worker as a rookie 
reporter and “tape room boy”. 

Sam Russell, his byline for many years, 
already had an international reputation 
for reporting from the sharp end. 
Ernest Hemingway and other great 
writers who reported from Spain in the 
1930s were his friends and comrades. 

Sam was wounded twice in Spain 
but stayed as a journalist, and so met 
Margaret Powell, a British volunteer 
who bravely helped nurse the huge 
number of casualties. They married in 
1950. Sam was one of the last fighters 
to cross into France after the 
International Brigades had returned 
home. As he was to do a number of 
times during his life, he went 
underground among the tens of 
thousands of surviving anti-fascist 
refugees and reported on conditions in 
French concentration camps for 
Republican exiles. 

Prevented from active service by 
his wounds, he spent most of the 
Second World War working in the 
aircraft industry, but as a war 
correspondent in early 1945 he flew 
with the RAF dropping food to the 
starving Dutch population. 

After the war he became the Daily 
Worker's foreign editor. He saw the 
Communist revolution succeed in China 
and in Cuba he got a world exclusive 


interview with Che Guevara. He was 
often in the Soviet Union and lived to 
regret reporting the Stalinist show trials 
in Czechoslavakia as genuine. 

He was in Chile the night Pinochet 
carried out his American-backed bloody 
coup, escaping by the skin of his teeth. 

One of his great regrets came when, 
because of his excellent connections in 
Moscow, he obtained advance 
information about Nikita Khruschev's 
secret speech to the Communist Party's 
20th congress in 1956 denouncing 
Stalin's crimes, but was censored from 
going into print with it. 

Afterwards Sam dedicated himself to 
reforming the communist movement 
in the UK and stayed with what 
became the Morning Star until his 
retirement in 1984. His attempts to 
defend people who had left the party 
over the 1956 Hungarian Uprising 
upset some party officials as was clear 
from the Morning Star's shameful 
obituary of Sam by the party's 
historian Roger Bagley. 


A promise fulfilled: in 2009 the Spanish 
Government honoured the surviving heroes of 
the International Brigades by granting them the 
right to Spanish citizenship, which Sam Lesser 
accepted at the Spanish Embassy in London 


| recall how helpful Sam was to 
fellow journalists in the 1950s and 
recently learned how he mentored 
reporters covering the miners’ 
struggles of the 1980s, some of whom 
were victims of police brutality on the 
picket lines. 

Spain remained Sam's great love and 
cause and he helped set up the 
International Brigades Memorial Trust. 

Some years ago | met Sam again at 
the funeral of Major Freddy Thomas, 
my old school teacher and early 
political mentor, another Brigade 
hero wounded in Spain. | asked Sam 
why he had gone on using the 
name Russell. He looked at me and 
said: “Do you think it would have 
been safe to write under a Jewish 
name in Russia during Stalin's time 
or afterwards?" 

In October 2009 my colleague 
Matthew Collins and | joined the final 
large-scale visit to Spain to celebrate 
the International Brigades. Sam won 
the admiration of the veterans and.a 
whole new generation when he spoke 
in fluent Spanish alongside another 
Brigader, Jack Jones, the trade union 
and pensioners leader. 

At his packed funeral service 
Sam's sister and daughter described 
how in his final days in a Jewish care 
home he had recalled his upbringing 
in an Orthodox Jewish family. 
Despite being a lifelong atheist, he 
could still correct the rabbi over 
details in services, then wheel himself 
down the corridor singing a French 
revolutionary song. 

As Searchlight readers have said, we 
are not likely to see many people of his 
stature again. 

Salud Sam 

Lotta continua 
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AN ISLAMOPHOBIC PARTY will wield 
unprecedented power after agreeing to 
support the new right-wing coalition 
government that was put together after 
more than 100 days of intense talks. 

At the end of September, the right- 
wing liberal Party for Freedom and 
Democracy (VVD) and the Christian 
Democrats (CDA), which together hold 
52 seats in the 150-seat parliament, 
finally signed a coalition agreement. 

To get it through parliament both parties 
also signed a “support” agreement with 
Geert Wilders’s Freedom Party (PVV). 

In exchange for the PVV's backing, the 
government will introduce stricter 
immigration controls, a ban on the burqa 
and conditional passports for new 
immigrants. The agreement has been 
criticised by many leading political figures. 

The intensity of the talks did not stop 
Wilders travelling to New York on 11 
September to work on his international 
anti-Islam coalition by establishing a 
new network, the International Freedom 
Alliance (IFA). Together with allies from 
the USA, Denmark, the UK, Germany 
and France, he plans to launch the 
network at the end of the year. 

Wilders hopes to position his alliance in 
the political space between traditional 
conservative parties and the far right. 

He was invited by Stop the Islamization of 
America (SIOA), which is led by the anti- 
Islam and anti-Obama blogger Pamela 
Geller, who also supports the racist thugs 
of the English Defence League. 

Wilders became the keynote speaker 
at a demonstration to protest at the 
building of an Islamic Centre near 
Ground Zero in New York after some US 
politicians withdrew. In his speech he 
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New government 
beholden to Wilders 


Jeroen Bosch for A/ert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


Promoting 
Isamophobia 
internationally: 
Geert Wilders 


raved about 
the “sharia” 
mosque and 
the trium- 
phalism of Muslims that would result if it 
was built, and falsely claimed that two- 
thirds of Dutch Muslims agreed with the 
terror attacks. Dutch commentators 
judged that Wilders had toned down his 
radicalism because of his desire for 
power at home. 

Wilders's new adviser is the Belgian 
“intellectual” Paul Belien, it was revealed 
in September. An extreme Flemish 
nationalist and conservative Catholic, 
Belien is married to Alexandra Colen, an 
MP for the extreme-right Flemish 
Interest (VB). Wilders has always 
maintained some distance from the VB 
hard core led by Filip Dewinter and it is 
believed that Belien, who is also a board 
member of the International Free Press 
Society (IFPS), has smoothed the path to 
links with some elements in the VB. 

Belien, who contributes to several 
newspapers, including the Washington 
Times, wrote in 2006 that immigrants 
are “predators” and the Belgian people 
should “arm themselves”. He is also 
chief editor of the internet forum 
Islamist Watch, which is run by Daniel 
Pipes, Wilders'’s American co-financer. 

Wilders attended a conference in 
Germany on 2 October at the invitation 
of the Berlin Christian Democrat 
expellee René Stadtkewitz. On the same 
day over 4,000 Dutch Christian 
Democrats gathered in Arnhem to 
discuss the coalition and support 
agreements negotiated by their leaders. 
It was the biggest rally organised by a 
political party since the National Socialist 


Movement (NSB) during the Nazi 
occupation. In a heated atmosphere, 
watched live on television by 1.4 million 
people, 68% voted in favour of the 
agreements and 32% against. 

A few days later, again after a long 
meeting, the CDA's MPs, including 
dissidents, ratified the agreements and 
the new government was a fact. 

Meanwhile, Wilders managed to anger 
the German Prime Minister Angela Merkel 
by saying that “Islam was just as much a 
threat as communism and national 
socialism” and that “Germany cannot look 
away as in the thirties of the last century”. 
He also called her a “coward” who does 
nothing about “the Muslim invasion 
because she needs their votes”. 

In addition to tighter curbs on 
immigration and the rules on family 
reunion, asylum regulations will be 
drastically toughened as part of 
the support agreement with the 
Freedom Party. 

Wilders and the PVV regard the 
coalition deal as a triumph. Although 
not in the government, they will run it. 
That they will seek to go further than 
the agreement itself became clear at a 
press conference attended by the three 
party leaders, when Wilders distanced 
himself from the government slogan 
“Freedom and Responsibility” and 
promised a 50% cut in immigration, 

a figure that is not in the agreements. 

Wilders also stated he would continue 
his struggle against the “Islamisation of 
the Netherlands”. j 


THE EXTREME RIGHT in Spain 
remains one of the weakest in Europe. 
The heirs of Franco's fascist 
dictatorship of 1939 to 1975 have 
managed to win representation in 
Parliament only once — in the second 
democratic elections in 1979. 

Their greatest achievements have 
been in a few council elections in 
small towns. The hard-right vote has 
gathered largely around the Popular 
Party (PP), the leading Spanish 
conservative party. In the 2008 
parliamentary election, nearly a dozen 
viciously warring parties shared the 
ultra-conservative, xenophobic, fascist 
and populist vote of less than 1%. 

In September, the nazi National 
Democracy (DN) claimed ina 
statement that it had been the victim of 
a series of attacks by activists and 
supporters of another extreme-right 
outfit, Espana2000. They included 
setting fire to a car belonging to Ignacio 
Casado, the DN’s mayoral candidate in 
Alcala de Henares, near Madrid, and 
other attacks that DN covered up, 
including the stabbing of Juan Velez, 
the head of the party’s section youth in 
Cantabria, and the attempted 
firebombing of its headquarters, both 
in Alcala de Henares. 

Until last year, factional warfare 
on the far right was limited to 
exchanges of accusations and insults 
on the internet. However it erupted 
into blows during a DN event in 
Madrid in November 2009 that 
featured Nick Griffin, the British 
National Party leader, and the Italian 
fascist Roberto Fiore. A mob of about 
30 nazis identified as members of 
the Republican Social Movement 
(MSR) tried to picket the event, from 
which they had been excluded, and 
were arrested. 


Jose Luis Roberto, leader of Espafia2000, doubles up as general secretary of the National Association of 
Brothel Employers 


The MSR belongs to the Alliance of 
European Nationalist Movements 
(AENM) alongside the BNP. Last year 
Espana2000, which is based in 
Valencia, signed a non-aggression pact 
with its fellow fascists in the MSR and 
the National Front (FN), a first step 
towards forming an electoral pact for 
the 2009 European elections. 

On 4 October the MSR broke from 
the bloc after convening a joint event 
with Espana2000 and other right-wing 
organisations including the 
Islamophobic Spain and Freedom 
(EYL), which is allied with the ultra- 
Catholic Spanish Alternative (AES) 
party, and the Catalan fascist Platform 
for Catalonia (PxC). 

Espania2000’s leader, the 
businessman and lawyer Jose Luis 
Roberto, has long been surrounded by 
controversy. He is the general secretary 
of the National Association of Brothel 
Employers (ANELA), the management 
association of Spanish brothel owners, 
and one of the biggest exploiters, 
together with other party members and 
supporters, of women’s sexual services. 

The book Masters of Prostitution in 
Spain, by the journalist Joan 


Cantarero, exposed the secrets of the 
prostitution business and highlighted 
Roberto’s role as a leading pimp. 
Roberto also runs a private security 
business, Levantina Security, and 
various martial arts gyms in Valencia. 

DN is led by Manuel Canduela, also 
from Valencia. The vocalist of the 
Divisi6n250 hate rock band, Canduela 
was convicted in 1995 for being part of 
the nazi organisation Radical Action — 
later broken up by police in Valencia — 
that organised several Rock Against 
Communism concerts during the 
1990s and to which various attacks 
have been attributed. 

Despite the lack of far-right political 
representation in Spain, there are as 
many hate crimes as in other 
European countries. Nazi groups 
conduct hundreds of attacks against 
immigrants, leftists and vulnerable 
groups each year. 

However, the state continues to treat 
these attacks simply as youth violence. 
Only anti-racist organisations 
systematically monitor hate crimes. 
Since 1992, around 85 people have 
been murdered by nazis or in racist 
and homophobic attacks. 
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Nazi war criminal free to go shopping 


Alfio Bernabei 


THE SIGHT OF the former Gestapo 
Officer Erich Priebke shopping in a 
Rome supermarket raises difficult 
questions. When the passing of time 
makes it all the more imperative to 
hold on to every scrap of evidence to 
impress on the younger generations 
the need to retain a firm memory of 
the nazi-fascist atrocities, what kind 
of lesson is imparted by enabling 
Priebke to walk into a bar for a 
cappuccino or to shop like everyone 
else in a supermarket? 

In 1944 Priebke participated in the 
massacre at the Ardeatine Caves in 
Rome of 335 men, including 75 Jews, 
in retaliation for the killing of 33 
German soldiers by Italian partisans. 
Priebke was implementing Hitler's | 
order, “ten Italian civilians to be shot 
for every German killed”. 

Arrested by the British, Priebke 
managed to flee to Argentina. 

He was eventually extradited to Italy 
in 1994 and he was given a life 
sentence in 1998. This was reduced 
later to house arrest, the house 
being that of his lawyer and friend 
Paolo Giachini. 

Last month Giachini contacted the 
press with the news that Priebke, now 
97, is being allowed to leave his 
apartment for several hours a day 
“to take care of indispensable needs 
for his life”. These include attending 
church, visiting his optician, doing 
the shopping, and so on. It is a pity, 
Giachini says, that Priebke still has to 
inform his daily ten-guard escort 
about his movements. Giachini’s 
message to the public (with thanks to 
Italy’s judicial system) seems to be 
that his decision to look after the SS 
murderer was noble and right, and 
that now people should feel a bit 


24 | Searchlight | November 2010 


guilty about the unfair restrictions 
still imposed on the old man. 

Meantime at Teramo University, 
central Italy, Professor Claudio Moffa, 
who supervises Masters degrees in 
the Politics faculty, has given a lecture 
on revisionism and the denial of the 
Holocaust. “There are no documents 
in which Hitler ordered the 
extermination of the Jews ... 
photographs can be faked ... the 
“final solution” meant territorial 
cleansing ...” and so on. 

Three years ago, as reported in 
Searchlight, Moffa invited the French 
Holocaust denier Robert Faurisson to 
speak at the university. The event was 
cancelled after violent protests by a 
group of young Jews from Rome, who 
kicked and punched the organisers. 
A tribunal later handed them 
suspended sentences. 


Erich Priebke 
out and about 
in Rome 


The title of Moffa’s latest lecture 
referred to “the taboo topic of the 
academic world, the question of 
the Shoah”, and went ahead on 25 
September as planned. The Rector 
and fellow tutors said nothing. 

It was only a fortnight later that news 
of it emerged, and that was only 
because Moffa released the content 
on his website. He claims a huge 
amount of support, including that of 
all his students. 

Interestingly, there appears to be 
an indirect link between the Priebke 
and Moffa episodes. Giachini was 
listed among those who welcomed 
Massimo Morsello, one of the 
founders of Forza Nuova (New Force), 
at Rome Airport on his return to Italy. 
Moffa has received warm 
congratulations for his lecture by the 
local representative of Forza Nuova. 


Veteran nazi suspected in bomb plot 
From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


POLICE SEARCHED several 
homes in Thiiringen, Bavaria 
and Saxony last month on 
suspicion of possession of 
substances to be used for 
a bomb attack. They believe 
the target of the bombing 
was to be Katharina Konig, 
an anti-fascist and member 
of the Thiiringen regional 
parliament. 

Among the suspects is 
Karl-Heinz Hoffmann. 
In 1973 Hoffmann, now 72, 
founded and led a terrorist 
paramilitary gang, the 
Wehrsportgruppe 
Hoffmann, which was 
banned in January 1980. In 
September that year the 
gang detonated a bomb at 
the Munich Oktoberfest, 


killing 13 people and 
injuring more than 200. 
Three months later another 
member murdered a Jewish 
publisher and his partner. 

Hoffmann was sentenced 
to nine years in prison in 
1984. After his release he 
kept a low profile, masking 
his nazi networking with 
dealings in property and 
construction. 

The suspected bomb plot is 
just one in a growing list of 
violent and criminal nazi 
activities in Germany. 
Interim figures for the first 
half of 2010 record more than 
6,500 far-right crimes, includ- 
ing 336 acts of violence. 

The final figures are likely to 
be significantly higher. 


Former leftist cultivates far 
right to promote secularism 
Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


PIERRE CASSEN (pictured), 
the self-styled “true militant of 
the left” and founder of the 
Isamophobic Secular 
Response (Riposte Laique), 
continues his tour of rightwing 
and far-right groups. 

After visiting Serge 
“Batskin" Ayoub, France's 
former top nazi skinhead, 
Cassen appeared at the side 
of the fascist Identitaires at a 
Facebook drinking party on 
18 June. Then in mid- 
September he attended the 
conference of the nationalist 
Gathering for the Identity of 
France movement (RIF). 

Secular Response tried to 


launch more Facebook parties 
around the country at the 
beginning of September. 
They were a success despite 
Batskin turning up at the Paris 
event to settle accounts with 
Philippe Wagner, a former 
fascist skinhead in the 1990s. 

Wagner is a strange 
character. After his spell as a 
fascist, he became a Buddhist 
and then an anti-fascist SHARP 
skin. Today, after switching 
sides again, he belongs to the 
extreme-right Jewish Defence 
League and the fascist strong- 
arm squad GUD. 

On 30 September, Cassen 
was due to speak in an 


In early September, a nazi 
with a long career of 
violence was imprisoned for 
the rape of a 17-year-old girl. 
Bernd Todter, who is in his 
mid-30s, had been jailed for 
three and a half years in 
1993 for beating a homeless 
person to death. In 2006, he 
received an 18-month 
sentence for attacking a 
Kurdish family whose 
daughters he had 
threatened with rape. 

The police have twice 
found weapons in raids on 
his flat. In recent months he 
has led a nazi group called 
Storm 18, which has 
acquired a reputation for 
violence in north Hessen. 

Also part of the lively nazi 


evening debate titled 
“Immigration, Islamism. 
Is France threatened?" 
organised by Free Right — a 
tendency within President 
Nicolas Sarkozy's Union for a 
Popular Majority (UMP) that 
describes itself as “uninhibited, 
liberal and conservative”. 

Free Right was directed for 
a long time by Rachid Kaci, a 
senior civil servant and 
former UMP candidate who 
has long cultivated close 
links with networks around 
the hard-right politician 


movement in Hessen are four 
activists currently on trial for 
an arson attack against an 
anti-fascist Catholic church 
member in Wetzlar, who had 
collected information on nazi 
activities in his area and had 
suffered previous attacks. 
In March 2010, one ofa 
group of four nazis hurled a 
petrol bomb at his home 
where his wife and their three 
children were sleeping. 
Fortunately, no one was hurt. 
In early October, police 
arrested a member of the 
nazi Kameradschaft 
Aachener Land for planning 
to bomb this year’s May Day 
rally in Berlin. He was 
apparently observed by the 
police with explosives. 


LES 
DESSOUS 
DU VOILI 


Charles Pasqua. Cassen was 
to have spoken alongside 
Alexandre Del Valle, a former 
far-right activist, political 
economist and leading light 
in Free Right. 

A week after French anti- 
fascists exposed this meeting 
Le Monde took up the story. 
This caused panic in the UMP, 
which quickly announced that 
Free Right did not belong to 
“the presidential majority” 
and cancelled the meeting, 
while Kaci quickly dissociated 
himself from Free Right. 
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Fidesz tightens 
stranglehold 
after poll victory 


From Janosz Malterik in 
Budapest 


HUNGARY’S GOVERNING Fidesz- 
MPSZ party gained another landslide 
victory in nationwide local elections 
on 3 October. The right-wing 
nationalist party, which won a two- 
thirds majority in parliament in April, 
now has a majority in all Hungary’s 
19 provinces and the 23 largest cities. 
Apart from in Szeged, where the 
Socialist mayor Laszl6 Botka survived, 
all the large towns fell to Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban's party. 

The Socialists who were voted out of 
office in April remained the second 
largest party ahead of the Jobbik nazis, 
while the Greens (LMP) fared worse 
than in April but beat Jobbik into 
fourth place in Budapest. 

Jobbik, which entered parliament 
in April with almost 17% of the vote, 
lost some support but profited from 
its virulent anti-Roma sloganeering 
in the severely deindustrialised 
northeast and east of Hungary, which 
have relatively high Roma 
populations, remaining ahead of the 
Socialists in Borsod and Szabolcs. 

In the small town of Tiszavasvari, it 
won the mayoral election and a 
majority on the local council. 

Of greatest concern is that 23% of 

the 18-29 age group in Tiszavasvari 
voted for the party. Jobbik’s 
nationalist, xenophobic, anti-Roma 
and antisemitic rhetoric was parroted 
by the right-wing media and thus 
given credibility. 

Smaller parties found it difficult to 
register for the elections because of 
new regulations introduced by Fidesz 
without consultation. Critics have 
accused the government of using its 
two-thirds majority to trample on 
democracy and dismantle the rule 
of law. 
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Fidesz mayor 
of Budapest 


Istvan Tarlos 


The left-liberal newspaper Népszava 
has expressed concern that Orban will 
further extend his power after his local 
elections success. He has strengthened 
his grip on the public prosecutor’s 
office and his nominees sit in the top 
positions in the Court of Auditors, the 
national electoral authority and the 
constitutional court. 

The head of the public broadcasting 
foundation Duna TV is a Fidesz place- 
man and another party ally will manage 
anew media supervisory authority, 
which will bring national radio and the 
quasi-official Hungarian press agency 
MTI under Fidesz’s influence. 

Fidesz’s huge majority in Budapest 
ensures the appointment of Istvan 
Tarlds as mayor, enabling Orban to 
boast that Budapest will again be 
“the capital of the nation” and 
symbolising his defeat of “cosmo- 
politan”, “decadent” liberalism and 
the imposition of “Magyar culture” 
in the “last bastion of the left”. 

Orban's cultural vandalism will 
probably inflict its greatest damage in 
the capital. “Unpopular” cultural 
initiatives will be kicked into the long 
grass while alternative theatre projects 
will be starved of cash leaving them 
unable to pay their actors. Instead, the 
cultural focus will move towards 
the three million Hungarian expats in 
neighbouring countries and to the 
Hungarian provinces where Fidesz 
has its main power base. To show it 
means business, the government has 
abolished the Culture Ministry. 

In educational policy, regional 
autonomy will be eroded with party 
nominees holding key posts in 
educational institutions and 
countless staff being replaced for 
political reasons. 


Court confirms 
Holocaust denial 
conviction 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF 
— Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


Nine years after 
publicly expressing 
“doubts” about the 
authenticity of Anne 
Frank's diary and what 
he called “certain 
aspects of the Holocaust", Roeland 
Raes (pictured), a former senator, has 
been found guilty of Holocaust denial 
by the court of appeal in Brussels. 

Raes, now 76, said in an interview, 
broadcast in late 2001 on the Dutch 
television programme Netwerk, that 
“the Nazi extermination camps were 
actually forced labour camps where the 
living conditions were indeed very bad". 
The statement won him a four-month 
prison sentence from the Brussels 
correctional court in December 2008. 
Raes appealed against the conviction. 

Upholding the conviction, the appeal 
court rescinded the prison sentence but 
increased the original €2,000 (£1,750) 
fine to €3,600. Raes also has to pay 
€1,800 to each of the federal anti racist 
bureau (CGKR) and the Belgian Forum 
of Jewish Organisations, which originally 
brought the case to court. 

When Raes voiced his revisionist 
opinions on television he was a senator 
and vice-president of the extreme- 
right Flemish Bloc, now renamed 
Flemish Interest (VB). The scandal put 
an end to his political career but he 
remained active in the “front office” of 
the party and in extra-parliamentary 
groups such as Voorpost. Since his 
retirement, he has worked as a 
“volunteer” at the VB's national office in 
Brussels and for its branch in 
Lovendegem, a small town near Gent. 

Before joining the VB, he was a 
collaborator of Haro Magazine, an 
obscure far-right publication that 
appeared in Belgium during the 1970s. 


THE FREEDOM PARTY (FPO) 
nearly doubled its vote in 
the Vienna municipal — 
elections on 10 October 
to 27%, grabbing | 
second place from the 
conservative Austrian 
_ People's Party (OVP) as 
predicted in last month’s 
_ Searchlight. Although the 
Social Democrats (SPO) 
remain the strongest | 
party with 44%, they lost 
their absolute majority on 
the city council. 
While Europe's far right 
congratulates Heinz- 
Christian Strache on his 
party's victory in the former 
Social Democratic 
stronghold, the mainstream 
parties are looking for an 
answer to the re-emerging 
political power of the FPO. 
Above all, the OVP has to 
reflect on whether its strategy 
of partially adjusting to the 
FPOs radical positions to gain 
votes backfired. 

Vienna maintains a unique social 
housing system, has the lowest street 
crime of all European capitals and has 
always been a melting pot of different 
cultures. So how could a furious 
anti-immigration campaign leave 
the mainstream parties stuttering 
and chasing an agenda determined by 
a far-right demagogue of below- 
average charisma? 

“Foreigners” became the only big 
issue in the run-up to the election. 
This huge strategic mistake by the 
mainstream parties allowed Strache to 
do what the FPO does best: sow fear 


Freedom Party second in Vienna poll 


By Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


and hate in populist Pied Piper style. 
Also distinctly worrying is the 
growing number of immigrants voting 


for the FPO. Their argument is that 


they fear further immigration as it 
could damage their own position. 
The FPO has won at least 28 seats 


_ on the city council (before the 


counting of postal votes), which will 
be filled by members of the far-right 


student fraternity scene (such as the 
- notorious Olympia fraternity), far-right 


young radicals and other dodgy 
characters with openly antisemitic and 
revisionist attitudes. 

The new chairman of the Viennese 
FPO branch will be Johann Gudenus, 
son of John Gudenus, a former FPO 
member and retired member of the 
National Council of Austria, who during 
his term of office infamously suggested 
that there were no gas chambers in the 
Third Reich, only in Poland. 

Johann Gudenus likes to give 
lectures at the “Working Group for 
Democratic Politics” (AFP), a magnet 
for Austria's organised right-wing 
extremists. As chairman of the RFJ, 
an FPO youth organisation, he used to 
organise an annual commemoration of 
the legendary Nazi pilot Walter 
Nowotny at which the RFJ and nazis 
marched for the same cause only a few 
hours apart from each other. 

Michael Haupl (SPO) was re-elected 
mayor of Vienna but the SPO will have 
to try to form a coalition with the OVP 
or the Greens. The FPO will remain in 
the rather comfortable role of 
opposition, with a certain amount of 
power but no responsibility, a position 
that enables Strache and his poisonous 
friends to continue to promote their 
divisive one-issue agenda. a 
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ON 20 OCTOBER, the oldest and 
largest civil rights organisation in the 
United States, the National Organisation 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), released the report Tea Party 
Nationalism, now available at 
www.teapartynationalism.com. 
Researched, written and produced by 
the Institute for Research & Education 
on Human Rights, the 94-page report 
aims at changing (or enlarging) the 
public conversation about the Tea Party 
movement. If the initial reaction to the 
report is any indicator, that 
transformation may have just begun. 

As noted in the October edition of 
Searchlight, Tea Party spokespersons like 
to present their organisations as solely 
interested in questions of fiscal policy 
and the power of the federal 
government. The report, however, 
found that issues of race and national 
identity were rife within Tea Party ranks. 
Since the passage of healthcare 
legislation last spring, in fact, some 
Tea Parties have increasingly fused their 
cause with the anti-immigrant 
movement. Notably, hardcore self- 
avowed white nationalists have joined 


Glenn Beck attacking the 
NAACP and IREHR on TV 
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n the Tea Party tiger 
be de-fanged? 


By Leonard Zeskind for the Institute for 
Research & Education on Human Rights 


the Tea Party movement to press further 
for their white power politics. 

These findings generated significant 
support for the report. Speaking at the 
teleconference releasing the report 
were: Larry Cohen, president of the 
700,000-strong union, the 
Communications Workers of America; 
Clarissa Martinez De Castro, director of 
immigration and national campaigns 
for the National Council of La Raza; 
Karen Narasaki, president of the Asian 
American Justice Center; Rev William 
Barber, president of the North Carolina 
NAACP and a historical voice for the 
NAACP; and Benjamin Todd Jealous, 
president and executive director of the 
NAACP. Also presenting were 
representatives of the IREHR. 

The multiracial, multicultural support 
for the report, and thus for a fuller — less 
simplistic -understanding of the Tea 
Parties, is a good sign for the future, as 
was the widespread interest: over 90 
reporters, columnists and bloggers 
participated in the teleconference. 

Predictably, right-wing radio talk show 
personalities attacked the report, as did 
Glenn Beck, an oversized television 


personality who has self-consciously 
supported the Tea Parties, including 
calling for and speaking at rallies and 
protests. Indeed, Beck's voice is often 
heard in Tea Party circles, including his 
jaundiced conspiracy-besotted view of 
American history. Further, there are 
many who sneer at the Tea Parties’ 
middle-American political style, but have 
yet to grasp the danger presented by 
the racists, bigots and white nationalists 
in their ranks. 

There is much to be done. The Tea 
Party movement is an ever-changing 
phenomenon. After mounting a sturdy 
opposition to healthcare reform, 
increasing numbers of Tea Partiers have 
become fixated on anti-immigrant 
issues. In addition to opposing the 
birthright citizenship provisions found in 
the 14th Amendment to the 
Constitution, they have been building 
support for the terrifying crackdown on 
immigrants and Latinos now under way 
in Arizona. 

Currently almost 140 candidates for 
elected office are running with Tea Party 
support. The campaigns span the United 
State Senate and House, governorships 
and other local seats. Some of them will 
probably lose. In Delaware, even 
conservative moneybags have walked 
away from zany Christine O'Donnell's 
campaign for Senate. In Nevada, 
however, Tea Partiers are hoping to 
topple the Democratic Party Senate 
leader Harry Reid. 

After the election, the Tea Party 
movement will continue to change. 
Significant parts of it will move closer to 
the Republican Party infrastructure. 
Some will move further away, however, 
as even some Tea Party Republicans will 
not be radical enough for parts of the 
rank-and-file. These sectors may move 
closer to the white nationalists. 

The Tea Party movement is not going 
away, however. And anti-racists will 
have to work harder after the November 
election, just to keep the country from 
moving backward. w 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


Butterfly’'s Tongue Reviewed by Matthew Collins 


FILMS DEALING with the Spanish Civil 
War tend to raise hackles among 
antifascists. Someone's team always 
seems to get slighted, someone's 
heroic act or memory overlooked or 
relegated. It is such a minefield of 
complexities, perhaps, that the 
Spanish themselves have more to 
concern themselves with than just 
domestic sensibilities. 

It was an emotive struggle between 
light and darkness, people's militias of 
poorly armed and trained postmen and 
teachers against the might of German 
and Italian troops and planes and the 
cold brutal pro-Franco armies. 

Thankfully, Butterfly’s Tongue ends 
the day that the war starts. It ends 
drastically, sadly and unpredictably. 
| say thankfully, because the focus of 
the film is Moncho (Manuel Lozano), 
a young schoolboy dreamer 
distracted by music and young girls, 
and the wonderful Don Gregorio 
(Fernando Fernan-Gémez), his 
worldly, patient and wonderfully wise 
school teacher in Glaicia, northwest 
Spain in 1936. 


fOSE LUIS CUERDA'S 


BUTTERFLY'S 


LA LENGUA DE LAS MARIPOSAS (THE TONGUE OF THE BUTTERFLY 
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While Moncho and Don Gregorio 
share their passion for daydreams, 
books, innocent adventures and their 
beautiful rural surroundings, the hints 
of a changing Spain in the world 
outside their bubble would no doubt be 
lost on a stranger to the wider subject. 


The lives of others in the village, 
their drunken gropes and harsh 
romances, all seem to be driven by the 
impending war and a panic engulfing 
the republic, but José Luis Cuerda 
skillfully forbids us to be sucked in at 
the expense of the relationship 
between Moncho and Don Gregorio, 
even if we clearly hear the gossip 
outside the village church of churches 
burning in Barcelona. 

Even without the black clouds of 
impending fascism and doom 
overhanging the film, the 
relationship between the young 
Moncho and the ageing Gregorio is 
so enthralling and the hints of 
darkness so subtle, that when war 
comes it comes as a harsh jolt and a 
reminder that of all wars, civil wars 
are never civil and often the most 
unforgiving. Think of Jan Svirak's 
Kolya and remember the war. 


1999, Spanish, 
directed by José Luis Cuerda 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Last month the English Defence League 
targeted Leicester. Sam Tarry explains how 
the people came together to see off this 


extremist threat. 


fter one false start the — 
English Defence League 
finally announced its 


intention to hold a demonstration 
in Leicester on 9 October. 
The dynamics of the city were 
different from Bradford, where the 
EDL had gathered on 28 August, 
but the aim was the same - to 
whip up tensions and trouble. 

With a little over a month to 
organise, our strategy followed 
that of Bradford. We did not have 
the same deep roots in the local 
community as we had in Yorkshire 
but we were able to draw ona 
small group of committed activists 
who had organised several HOPE 
not hate activities in recent years. 

Winning the hearts and minds of 
community activists and leaders 
was key as it would open the door 
for a face-to-face dialogue with all 
the communities in Leicester. 

Our campaign in Bradford set us 
in good stead for Leicester. 
We learnt some lessons and built 
on our success there, but just as 
importantly the goodwill 
generated from our Bradford 
campaign meant the council and 
police in Leicester were keen to 
work with us on a strategic level. 
Indeed, their hands-on approach 
to community cohesion followed 
closely the model used in Bradford 
and contrasted markedly with 
some other official responses to 
the EDL around the country. 

The campaign began to gather 
momentum. The local Unison 
branch stepped in to offer us a 
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base and another union, the 
CWU, helped get some campaign 
leaflets printed at short notice. 

The Church of England were 
as helpful as ever and quickly 
emerged as a key local ally. 

The Bishop of Leicester and his 
team got to work building links 
with other faith groups and 
coordinating a “faiths united" 
photo call with the press. 

A number of city centre 
campaign drives took place in the 
weeks leading up to the EDL 
event, as well as visits to places of 
worship, workplaces and union 
branches. Almost 5,000 people 
signed our petition in just two 
weeks. We used the petition as a 
tool to explain the EDL threat and 
to draw communities into the 
weekend of positive activities to 
be counter-posed to the expected 
violent EDL protest. 

Local HOPE not hate activists 
delivered materials throughout 
the city. They not only promoted 
the positive solidarity events, but 
were clear in condemning and 
exposing the racism at the core of 
the EDL. 

The press coverage of our 
efforts was excellent. Our activities 
and the community solidarity work 
received regular coverage in the 
Leicester Mercury, as well as ona 
number of Leicester radio stations. 
These positive relationships really 
helped shaped the narrative for 
the campaign in a positive way. 

Leading figures from the Muslim 
community were quick to get 


(above) Young 
and old from 
the Hindu, Sikh 
and Muslim 
communities in 
Leicester stand 
united at the 
Clock Tower 
solidarity vigil, 
among them 
Cllr Mohammed 
Dawood and 
Abdulkarim 
Gheewala 


(above right) 
De Montfort 
Gospel Choir 
entertains the 
crowds at the 
5,000-strong 
One Leicester 
community 
festival 


Photos: 
Matthew Collins 


Leicester stands 


involved, both in reassuring their 
neighbourhoods and in building 
cross-community links. 

Councillor Mohammed Dawood, 
the Leicester City Council cabinet 
member for community cohesion, 
was particularly helpful, ensuring 
we had a direct link with young 
people in the community so that 
the constructive approach we were 
taking was understood and 
supported at community level. 

An example of this was the work of 
the Somali community in putting 
on sports and social events on the 
day of the EDL demo under 

the heading “We are One" to offer 
young people something positive 
to do on the day — a strategy aimed 
at minimising arrests and 
consequent criminalisation of 
young Muslim people. 

The culmination of weeks of 
hard work resulted in 700 people 
attending a Peace Vigil in Leicester 
city centre on the afternoon before 
the EDL protest. It was a 
wonderful display of unity, with 


people from all walks of life, 
religions and ages gathering to 
show their opposition to the EDL in 
a positive and respectful manner. 

The most powerful moment of 
the Friday vigil was when 
Abdulkarim Gheewala, the 
President of Islamic Education 
Trust and Chair of the Indian 
Muslim Association in Leicester, 
one of the “elder statesmen” of 
the Muslim community, spoke 
about the letter he had received 
from the Jewish community which 
said that one rock thrown against 
a mosque, was a rock thrown 
against a synagogue. Many people 
were visibly moved, as this raised 
such a loud cheer from the crowd. 

We heard powerful speeches 
from a number of community 
leaders, trade union activists and 
Liz Kendall, MP for Leicester 
West, who had herself taken 
4,000 anti-EDL leaflets to deliver 
in her constituency. 

The vigil was followed by the 
dressing of the city in lime green 


www. hopenothate.org.uk 


ribbon and over 250 people later 
attended a special service in the 
Cathedral. 

The close working relationship 
we had in planning the weekend's 
community activities with council 
officers and ordinary ward 
councillors paid massive dividends 
over the weekend of the EDL 
demo. We were able to ensure 
that all the activities had a strong 
anti-racist element and that people 
had information on precisely what 
the EDL was about and the racist 
core of its agenda. 

Sandwiched between the two 
positive city centre events was a 
static EDL protest. Almost as soon 
as the EDL supporters started 
arriving they displayed violence 
and racism. Five police officers 
were hospitalised as EDL hooligans 
threw military issue smoke 
grenades, crackers, bottles and 
cans at police and journalists. 

Unfortunately police failed to 
contain the EDL mob as they were 
dispersing and hundreds ran 


One 
Leicester’ 
defeated 

them 
in dividing 
com- 
munities. 
We have 
come out 
stronger 
than 
before 
in our 
resolve. 
Thank 
you ‘One 
Leicester’. 
We belong 
to you. 


through the streets attacking black 
and Asian youths. In response 
hundreds of local people came out 
of their houses to defend their 
community and there was a tense 
stand-off for quite some time. 

The weekend's events 
culminated in over 5,000 people 
attending the “One Leicester" 
community festival the day after 
the EDL protest to hear Billy Bragg 
join dozens of local acts, from the 
Cathedral Choir to Bangla dancers 
and African drummers, to provide 
entertainment with a strong 
political message — the EDL are 
racist and they are not, and never 
will be, welcome in our city. 

Families with young children 
joined trade unionists, people of all 
faiths and none, and young and 
old in uniting to reclaim the city 
from the EDL's violence and 
demonstrate the unity and 
strength of “One Leicester”. 

The positive mood of the city 
was best summed up by 
Abdulkarim who took out, 
alongside dozens of Muslim 
organisations, an advert in the 
Leicester Mercury on Monday 
after the EDL protest to say: “‘One 
Leicester’ defeated them [the EDL] 
in dividing communities. We have 
come out stronger than before in 
our resolve. Thank you ‘One 
Leicester’. We belong to you.” 

The EDL came and went and 
the city, on the whole, came 
together. Our job now is to 
continue to work in Leicester to 
build on this goodwill. S 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Giving racism the boot in football 


By Cathy Pound 


HOPE not hate was enthusiastic 
about working for the first time 
with Kick it Out's “One Game 
One Community” initiative, which 
forms part of the annual Football 
Against Racism in Europe (FARE) 
action week. Our activists shared 
our eagerness as they signed up to 
leaflet their local club, many 
getting involved for the first time 
with HOPE not hate. 

Quite a few were regular 
football supporters and their local 
knowledge was invaluable in 
organising the day. Others were 
just keen to be out campaigning 
again with HOPE not hate and 
liked the idea of a leaflet aimed at 
football fans, who they knew were 
sometimes targeted and leafleted 
by the British National Party and 
English Defence League. 

A hundred thousand leaflets 
were distributed at 35 grounds 
around Britain but it could have 
easily been many more. As it was 
our first time organising around 
football grounds, we were careful 
not to take on too many clubs and 
wanted to make sure that 
everyone was fully briefed and 
there were enough people at each 
place to make it a safe and 
effective event. 

All team leaders were advised to 
contact the local police in advance 
and liaise with them on the day so 
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that if there were any problematic 
response from the public, or 
possibly an EDL presence intended 
to intimidate and deter our 
activists from taking part, the 
police would be at hand to ensure 
that calm prevailed. 

The day itself obliged with 
brilliant sunshine in most locations 
and where there was a spot of rain 
it did not put off any of our 
activists. We had numerous 
reports of teams running out of 
leaflets and great responses from 
the football crowds. A Newcastle 
supporter told leafleters: “Nice to 
see leaflets like this outside the 
ground,” while a Rangers fan said: 
“Give me a few for my mates and 
I'll spread the word”. 

Leafleters at Ipswich Town 
received plenty of positive 
comments but they said the best 
was probably from the group who 
had come up with their teacher 
and wanted extra leaflets to take 
back to school. 

Wolverhampton activists 
surpassed themselves with 20 
activists signed up overnight when 
they put out the call for people to 
take part, and a fantastic response 
from the Wolves and West Ham 
fans on the day. 

The event was a definite success 
and we are already thinking about 
something even bigger next year. 


Thanks go to Kick it Out and all those that 
took part in events at Arsenal, Auchinleck 
Talbot, Bournemouth, Bradford, Burnley, 
Cardiff City, Dagenham and Redbridge, 
Derby, Doncaster, Dover, FC United of 
Manchester, Forest Green, Halifax Town, 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle, Ipswich Town, 
Leicester City, Leyton Orient, Manchester 
United, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Norwich, 
Nuneaton, Oldham, Port Vale, Portsmouth, 
Rangers, Rossendale, Sheffield United, 
Sheffield Wednesday, Southend, 
Swansea City, Wolverhampton. 


community 


www.kickitout.org 
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Searchlight 


The magazine 
of the HOPE not 
hate campaign 


nomena 
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Every month, for 35 years, 
Searchlight has been exposing 
the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out 
investigations, reports on fascist 
activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of 
call for activists, academics and 
journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself 
informed on what is going on in 
the BNP and learn about the 
HOPE not hate campaign around 
the country you should subscribe 
to Searchlight. 
Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover 
price and protect you from future 
price rises. Searchlight, the 
essential magazine for HOPE not 
hate organisers. 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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Over the weekend of 13-14 
November the HOPE not hate 
campaign will take to the streets 
across Britain to remember 
those who sacrificed so much to 
keep the country free of Nazism. 
In the process we will remind 
people how the British National 
Party repeatedly sided with the 
Nazis and believed it was 
wrong that Britain went to war 
with Germany. 

At a time when hundreds of 
thousands of people are about to 
lose their jobs and local services 
slashed, it is vital we remind the 
British people that the BNP is not 
the party for them. 


To join an action visit: 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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THE RED RECTOR 
OF DEPTFORD 


Fr Paul Butler is the Rector of St Paul's, Deptford, in 
southeast London, an Anglo-Catholic Church of England 
Parish; co-convenor of the Society of Sacramental Socialists 
(http://sacramentalsocialists.wordpress.com), and the faith 
adviser to the Mayor of Lewisham, Steve Bullock. 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/RedRector 


You're known as the “Red Rector”. 

Is that self-promotion or just something 
you've acquired over the years? 

My conversion to Christianity and to 
Socialism happened at around the 
same time about 27 years ago! 

I believe with the late Fr Lewis 
Donaldson that “Christianity is the 
religion of which socialism is the 
practice”. When people say that 
politics and religion don’t mix, 

I wonder what Bible they’re reading! 
The Gospel is firmly on the side of the 
poor and the oppressed and it seeks 
to overturn the unjust order of the 
world as it is now. 


Divine intervention or community 
campaigning? 

Christianity proclaims that another 
world is possible: of justice, peace, 
goodness, reciprocity, mutual love, 
joy and community, and where there 
is no fear or violence. Christians call 
this dream of the good society, in 
which everyone has an honoured 
place and there is no inequality, 
“the kingdom of God”. 


Historically there's been slight conflict 
between anti-fascists, the broad left 
and trade unionists and some attitudes 
of mainstream churches. Is this 
reconciled? 

There’s much common ground 
between all people of goodwill in 
working for the good society, and the 
Churches and individual Christians 
are involved in peace and justice 
struggles working alongside other 
comrades and fellow travellers in the 
UK and throughout the world. I’ll be 
honest and admit that there are some 
fairly unpleasant, angry and bigoted 
people who call themselves 
Christians. They consider people like 
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me beyond the pale! But let’s also face 
up to the terrible divisions amongst 
socialists and even amidst anti- 
fascists too concerning ideology and 
tactics! I think we should all try to 
find common ground in order to 
struggle against the evils of fascism 
and war, poverty and greed. As Jesus 
says in the Gospel, a house divided 
against itself cannot stand. Unity is 
strength Comrades! 


You've been very vocal in support of 
HnH's cross-faith and community 
work. How have we measured up in 
that department? 

Searchlight and HOPE not hate have 
been critical in the community 
campaigns in which I’ve been 
involved, and personally very 
supportive over the years. I’m 
delighted that Searchlight/HnH has 
publicly acknowledged the 
importance of engaging the 
participation of the faith communities 
in its community campaigning and 
has been working with them in its 
long-term work. There's still a long way 
to go and much to be learned but good 
foundations have been laid. 


The BNP has a rather dubious vicar of 
its own, the “Reverend” Robert West. 
Do you get sleepless nights worrying 
about the BNP portraying itself as 
"defending” Christian values? 

No! But it is sickening how they have 
tried to promote their evil ends in 
adopting Christian language. 

Jesus calls people like this, “wolves 
in sheep’s clothing”! 

No one who has an informed 
understanding of the Christian 
Scriptures can support the BNP, 
English Defence League or any other 
far-right group. The Gospel of Jesus 


The last word... last word... 


Christ condemns their attitudes 
towards racism and much else. Racism 


is a grave sin as it denies the 
fundamental equality of every 
Christian in Holy Baptism. The BNP 
and their like are as evil as Hitler and 
the Nazis. 


Have Christians reached out enough 
to the Muslim community who are 
suffering constant attacks from the 
media and groups like the BNP 

and EDL? 

We all need to reach out to one 
another in solidarity during days like 
these! This should be about everyday 
relationships and not just at times of 
threat. People of faith generally work 
closely together for the common 
good, and much time and effort goes 
into building up and maintaining 
these vital relationships. Yes, we need 
to support one another and defend 
democracy from violent gangs and 
racist thugs be they wrapped in suits 
or Union Flags! 


Who are the Red Rector's non biblical 
heroes? 

They range through Karl Marx, Antonio 
Gramsci, Paulo Freire, Archbishop 
Tutu, Gustavo Gutierrez, Ken Leech, 
Stewart Headlam, Conrad Noel, 

John Milbank, John Dominic Crosan, 
Woody Guthrie, Rubem Alves, Gustav 
Landauer, Emma Goldman, Tony 
Negri, St Francis of Assisi, The Fall, 
Leonard Cohen, Billy Bragg, Natalie 
Merchant, Nick Cave and Tom Waits. 


Away from the church and your love of 
Notts County, what else should we 
know about you? 

I drink beer, gin, red wine, eat pasta 
and spicy food, enjoy cycling in 
London and visiting Umbria. a 
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FROM CABLE STREET TO 
OLDHAM 


Charting the highs and lows of 
anti-fascism, From Cable Street to 
Oldham is a tribute to all those 
who have helped marginalise 
rightwing extremism over the 
years. Price £6.50 inc p&p 


Price: £199 registration plus minimum 
sponsorship of £3,000 


All prices are fully inclusive of flights, 
accommodation, food and full logistical support. 


For more details, visit 
www.setrust.org.uk 
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